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Why Believe In Heaven?
Sunday Morning, May 29, 2011

Revelation 21:1-8

1. The Old Testament introduces heaven.
a. God created heaven.
Genesis 1:1
In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.
i. Abraham lived in anticipation of heaven, built by God.
Hebrews 11:8-10

(8) By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after
receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went.

(9) By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in
tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise:

(10) For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.
b. God’s throne is in heaven.
1 Kings 22:19

And he said, Hear thou therefore the word of the LORD: [ saw the LORD sitting on his
throne, and all the host of heaven standing by him on his right hand and on his left.

2 Chronicles 18:18

Again he said, Therefore hear the word of the LORD; I saw the LORD sitting upon his
throne, and all the host of heaven standing on his right hand and on his left.

¢. God is worshipped by the host in heaven.
Nehemiah 9:6

Thou, even thou, art LORD alone; thou hast made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all
their host, the earth, and all things that are therein, the seas, and all that is therein, and
thou preservest them all; and the host of heaven worshippeth thee.

d. God watches people on earth from heaven.
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Psalms 14:2

The LORD looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any that
did understand, and seek God.

Psalms 33:13
The LORD looketh from heaven; he beholdeth all the sons of men.
Psalms 102:19

For he hath looked down from the height of his sanctuary; from heaven did the LORD
behold the earth;

e. Godrules over all from heaven.
Psalms 103:19
(19) The LORD hath prepared his throne in the heavens; and his kingdom ruleth over all.
f. Prayer was directed toward God in heaven.
i. Moses prayed toward God in heaven.
Deuteronomy 26:15

Look down from thy holy habitation, from heaven, and bless thy people Israel, and the land
which thou hast given us, as thou swarest unto our fathers, a land that floweth with milk
and honey.

ii. King David prayed toward God in heaven.
Psalms 20:6

Now know I that the LORD saveth his anointed; he will hear him from his holy heaven with
the saving strength of his right hand.

iii. King Solomon prayed toward God in heaven.
2 Chronicles 6:39

Then hear thou from the heavens, even from thy dwelling place, their prayer and their
supplications, and maintain their cause, and forgive thy people which have sinned against
thee.

2 Chronicles 7:14

If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my
face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their
sin, and will heal their land.
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iv. King Jehoshaphat prayed toward God in heaven.
2 Chronicles 20:5-6

(5) And Jehoshaphat stood in the congregation of Judah and Jerusalem, in the house of the
LORD, before the new court,

(6) And said, O LORD God of our fathers, art not thou God in heaven? and rulest not thou
over all the kingdoms of the heathen? and in thine hand is there not power and might, so
that none is able to withstand thee?

v. King Hezekiah'’s people prayed toward God in heaven.
2 Chronicles 30:27

Then the priests the Levites arose and blessed the people: and their voice was heard, and
their prayer came up to his holy dwelling place, even unto heaven.

vi. Isaiah prayed toward God in heaven.
Isaiah 63:15

Look down from heaven, and behold from the habitation of thy holiness and of thy glory:
where is thy zeal and thy strength, the sounding of thy bowels and of thy mercies toward
me? are they restrained?

2. Jesus is the great authority on heaven.
a. Jesus came from heaven.
John 6:38
For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me.
b. Jesus returned to heaven.
Luke 24:51

And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into
heaven.

c. Jesus will descend from heaven.
1 Thessalonians 4:16

For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:

d. Jesus will take believers to heaven.
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John 14:1-3
(1) Let notyour heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.

(2) In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go
to prepare a place for you.

(3) And ifI go and prepare a place for you, [ will come again, and receive you unto myself;
that where I am, there ye may be also.

e. Jesus will be worshipped by multitudes in heaven.
Revelation 5:11-14

(11) AndIbeheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the
beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and
thousands of thousands;

(12) Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and
riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.

(13) And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and
such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and
glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and
ever.

(14) And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty elders fell down and
worshipped him that liveth for ever and ever.

Revelation 7:9-12

(9) After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all
nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the
Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands;

(10) And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the
throne, and unto the Lamb.

(11) And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders and the four
beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God,

(12) Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and
power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen.

3. Some things will continue forever in heaven.

a. Believers will study.



Page 5 of 10

Ephesians 3:14-19
(14) For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
(15) Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named,

(16) That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with
might by his Spirit in the inner man;

(17) That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in
love,

(18) May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth,
and height;

(19) And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with
all the fulness of God.

1 Corinthians 13:9-12
(9) For we know in part, and we prophesy in part.
(10) But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away.

(11) When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, | thought as a child: but
when [ became a man, I put away childish things.

(12) For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but
then shall [ know even as also | am known.

b. Believers will sing.
Revelation 5:9

(9) And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the
seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;

Revelation 15:3

(3) And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying,
Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou
King of saints.

c. Believers will serve.
Revelation 22:3

And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and
his servants shall serve him:
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d. Believers will share.
i. In worship
Revelation 4:10-11

(10) The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship
him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying,

(11) Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast
created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.

ii. Infellowship
Revelation 7:9-17

(9) After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all
nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the
Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands;

(10) And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the
throne, and unto the Lamb.

(11) And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders and the four
beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God,

(12) Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and
power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen.

(13) And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in
white robes? and whence came they?

(14) And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came
out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of
the Lamb.

(15) Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his
temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them.

(16) They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on
them, nor any heat.

(17) For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them
unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.

e. Believers will snack.

Revelation 2:7
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He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that
overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.

Revelation 7:16

They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor
any heat.

Revelation 22:2

In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life,
which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of
the tree were for the healing of the nations.

Revelation 22:14

Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and
may enter in through the gates into the city.

4. Some things can never go from earth to heaven.

a. There will be no more death.
Revelation 21:4

And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death,
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things
are passed away.

b. There will be no more sorrow. (Revelation 21:4)
c. There will be no more crying. (Revelation 21:4)
d. There will be no more pain. (Revelation 21:4)
e. There will be no temple.
Revelation 21:22
And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it.
f. There will be no more sun & moon.
Revelation 21:23

And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God
did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof.

Revelation 22:5



Page 8 of 10

And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the
Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever.

g. There will be no more night.

Revelation 21:25

And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there.
h. There will be no more sinners.

Revelation 21:8

But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers,
and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth
with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.

i. There will be no more sin.
Revelation 21:27

And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh
abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life.

j. There will be no more curse.
Revelation 22:3

And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and
his servants shall serve him:

5. Some things can go from earth to heaven.
a. Your prayers can go from earth to heaven.
Matthew 6:9

(9) After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy
name.

Revelation 8:4

(4) And the smoke of the incense, which came with the prayers of the saints, ascended up
before God out of the angel's hand.

b. Your treasures can go from earth to heaven.

Matthew 6:20



Page 9 of 10

But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt,
and where thieves do not break through nor steal:

¢. Your name can go from earth to heaven.
Luke 10:20

Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice,
because your names are written in heaven.

Revelation 21:27

And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh
abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life.

d. Your soul can go from earth to heaven.
Luke 23:43
And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise.
2 Corinthians 5:8

We are confident, [ say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present
with the Lord.

e. Your body can go from earth to heaven.
1 Thessalonians 4:16-17

(16) For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:

(17) Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

Philippians 3:20-21

(20) For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord
Jesus Christ:

(21) Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body,
according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.

f. Your converts can go from earth to heaven.
Daniel 12:3

And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn
many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.
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Luke 15:7

[ say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more
than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance.

Conclusion: Daddy Is The Pilot



