
Page 1 of 12 

 

Why Believe In Hell? 

Sunday Morning, May 22, 2011 

Mark 9:42-48 

1. The Old Testament warns about hell. 

a. The Hebrew word is she'o l and is used 65 times. 

The place of the body after death is translated “grave” and is used 31 times. 

The place of the soul after death is translated “hell” and is used 31 times. 

It is used 3 times as “pit.” 

b. Moses is the first to warn about the fiery wrath of God in hell. 

Deuteronomy 32:22 

For a fire is kindled in mine anger, and shall burn unto the lowest hell, and shall consume 

the earth with her increase, and set on fire the foundations of the mountains. 

c. Job warns about destruction in hell. 

Job 26:6 

Hell is naked before him, and destruction hath no covering. 

d. David warns that the wicked are placed in hell. 

Psalms 9:17 

The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God. 

Psalms 55:15 

Let death seize upon them, and let them go down quick into hell: for wickedness is in their 

dwellings, and among them. 

e. David warns of sorrow and pain in hell. 

2 Samuel 22:6 
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The sorrows of hell compassed me about; the snares of death prevented me; 

Psalms 18:5 

The sorrows of hell compassed me about: the snares of death prevented me. 

Psalms 116:3 

The sorrows of death compassed me, and the pains of hell gat hold upon me: I found 

trouble and sorrow. 

f. David rejoices that God can deliver souls from going to hell. 

Psalms 86:13 

For great is thy mercy toward me: and thou hast delivered my soul from the lowest hell. 

g. Solomon warned that immorality leads to hell. 

Proverbs 5:5 

Her feet go down to death; her steps take hold on hell. 

Proverbs 7:27 

Her house is the way to hell, going down to the chambers of death. 

Proverbs 9:18 

But he knoweth not that the dead are there; and that her guests are in the depths of hell. 

h. Solomon warned of God’s destruction in hell. 

Proverbs 15:11 

Hell and destruction are before the LORD: how much more then the hearts of the children 

of men? 

Proverbs 27:20 

Hell and destruction are never full; so the eyes of man are never satisfied. 

i. Solomon mentions the wise avoid going down to hell. 

Proverbs 15:24 

The way of life is above to the wise, that he may depart from hell beneath. 
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j. Solomon declares biblical discipline helps deliver children from 

hell. 

Proverbs 23:14 

Thou shalt beat him with the rod, and shalt deliver his soul from hell. 

k. Isaiah warns about the enlarging of hell. 

Isaiah 5:14 

Therefore hell hath enlarged herself, and opened her mouth without measure: and their 

glory, and their multitude, and their pomp, and he that rejoiceth, shall descend into it. 

l. Isaiah warns about the personal prospect of going to hell. 

Isaiah 14:9 

Hell from beneath is moved for thee to meet thee at thy coming: it stirreth up the dead for 

thee, even all the chief ones of the earth; it hath raised up from their thrones all the kings of 

the nations. 

m. Isaiah warns about believing lies about avoiding hell. 

Isaiah 28:15, 18 

(15)  Because ye have said, We have made a covenant with death, and with hell are we at 

agreement; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, it shall not come unto us: for 

we have made lies our refuge, and under falsehood have we hid ourselves: 

 (18)  And your covenant with death shall be disannulled, and your agreement with hell 

shall not stand; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, then ye shall be trodden 

down by it. 

n. Isaiah warns about no hope for those in hell. 

Isaiah 38:18 

For the grave cannot praise thee, death can not celebrate thee: they that go down into the 

pit cannot hope for thy truth. 

o. Isaiah warns about unquenchable fire. 

Isaiah 66:24 
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And they shall go forth, and look upon the carcases of the men that have transgressed 

against me: for their worm shall not die, neither shall their fire be quenched; and they shall 

be an abhorring unto all flesh. 

p. Ezekiel warns that pharaohs and warriors have gone to hell. 

Ezekiel 31:16-17 

(16)  I made the nations to shake at the sound of his fall, when I cast him down to hell with 

them that descend into the pit: and all the trees of Eden, the choice and best of Lebanon, all 

that drink water, shall be comforted in the nether parts of the earth. 

(17)  They also went down into hell with him unto them that be slain with the sword; and 

they that were his arm, that dwelt under his shadow in the midst of the heathen. 

Ezekiel 32:21 

The strong among the mighty shall speak to him out of the midst of hell with them that help 

him: they are gone down, they lie uncircumcised, slain by the sword. 

Ezekiel 32:27 

And they shall not lie with the mighty that are fallen of the uncircumcised, which are gone 

down to hell with their weapons of war: and they have laid their swords under their heads, 

but their iniquities shall be upon their bones, though they were the terror of the mighty in 

the land of the living. 

q. Daniel warns of resurrection to everlasting shame and contempt. 

Daniel 12:2 

And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, 

and some to shame and everlasting contempt. 

r. Jonah likened his time in the whale as that of the belly of hell. 

Jonah 2:2 

And said, I cried by reason of mine affliction unto the LORD, and he heard me; out of the 

belly of hell cried I, and thou heardest my voice. 

s. Habakkuk warns that drinkers and the proud have the desires of 

hell. 

Habakkuk 2:5 
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Yea also, because he transgresseth by wine, he is a proud man, neither keepeth at home, 

who enlargeth his desire as hell, and is as death, and cannot be satisfied, but gathereth unto 

him all nations, and heapeth unto him all people: 

2. The New Testament warns about hell. 

a. There are three Greek words for hell. 

The word “geenna” occurs 12 times and always refers to the place of punishment for 

the dead. 

The word “had s” occurs 11 times and it is translated “hell” except for one time it is 

translated “grave” (1 Corinthians 15:55). 

The word “tartaro ” is used one time and means “cast down into hell” (2 Peter 2:4). 

b. John the Baptist warns about unquenchable fire. 

Matthew 3:10-12 

(10)  And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which 

bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 

(11)  I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is 

mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy 

Ghost, and with fire: 

(12)  Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat 

into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire. 

c. Paul warns about God’s judgment and punishment upon sin. 

Romans 2:5-9 

(5)  But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against 

the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God; 

(6)  Who will render to every man according to his deeds: 

(7)  To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and 

immortality, eternal life: 

(8)  But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey 

unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, 
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(9)  Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and 

also of the Gentile; 

2 Thessalonians 1:8-9 

(8)  In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the 

gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: 

(9)  Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and 

from the glory of his power; 

d. James warns about the tongue as on fire of hell. 

James 3:6 

And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it 

defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell. 

e. Peter warns about the sinful angels in hell. 

2 Peter 2:4 

For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered 

them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment; 

f. John reveals Jesus with the keys of hell. 

Revelation 1:18 

I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the 

keys of hell and of death. 

g. John reveals death is followed by hell. 

Revelation 6:8 

And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell 

followed with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill 

with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth. 

h. John reveals the eternity of torment in hell. 

Revelation 14:10-11 
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(10)  The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without 

mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone 

in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: 

(11)  And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest 

day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of 

his name. 

i. John reveals the lake of fire. 

Revelation 20:10-15 

(10)  And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where 

the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever. 

(11)  And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and 

the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. 

(12)  And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: 

and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of 

those things which were written in the books, according to their works. 

(13)  And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the 

dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. 

(14)  And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 

(15)  And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire. 

Revelation 21:8 

But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, 

and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth 

with fire and brimstone: which is the second death. 

3. Jesus warns the most about hell. 

a. Jesus warns of the danger and fire in hell. 

Matthew 5:22 

But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in 

danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of 

the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. 
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b. Jesus warns of the whole body cast into hell. 

Matthew 5:27-30 

(27)  Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery: 

(28)  But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath 

committed adultery with her already in his heart. 

(29)  And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable 

for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast 

into hell. 

(30)  And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for 

thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast 

into hell. 

Matthew 10:28 

And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him 

which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 

(Luke 12:5) 

c. Jesus describes the darkness, sadness, and painfulness present in 

hell. 

Matthew 8:12 

But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

Matthew 13:42, 50 

And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

Matthew 22:13 

Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast 

him into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

Matthew 24:51 

And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
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Matthew 25:30 

And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth. 

Luke 13:28 

There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and 

Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust out. 

d. Jesus warns of cities and citizens headed for hell. 

Matthew 11:23 

And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shalt be brought down to hell: for if 

the mighty works, which have been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have 

remained until this day. 

(Luke 10:15) 

e. Jesus promises the church victory over hell. 

Matthew 16:18 

And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and 

the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 

f. Jesus condemns false teachers and their followers. 

Matthew 23:15 

Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to make one 

proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him twofold more the child of hell than 

yourselves. 

g. Jesus warns the religious but lost. 

Matthew 23:33 

Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell? 

h. Jesus warns parents and families about unquenchable fire. 

Mark 9:42-48 

(42)  And whosoever shall offend one of these little ones that believe in me, it is better for 

him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he were cast into the sea. 
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(43)  And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, 

than having two hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: 

(44)  Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 

(45)  And if thy foot offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter halt into life, than 

having two feet to be cast into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: 

(46)  Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 

(47)  And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: it is better for thee to enter into the kingdom 

of God with one eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire: 

(48)  Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 

(Matthew 18:6-9) 

i. Jesus lifts the lid off of hell and gives the clearest look of it in the 

Bible. 

Luke 16:19-31 

(19)  There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared 

sumptuously every day: 

(20)  And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of 

sores, 

(21)  And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table: moreover 

the dogs came and licked his sores. 

(22)  And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into 

Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; 

(23)  And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and 

Lazarus in his bosom. 

(24)  And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he 

may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. 

(25)  But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, 

and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. 

(26)  And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which 

would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from 

thence. 
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(27)  Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my father's 

house: 

(28)  For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this 

place of torment. 

(29)  Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. 

(30)  And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will 

repent. 

(31)  And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be 

persuaded, though one rose from the dead. 

j. Jesus said that there will be degrees of punishment. 

Mark 12:40 

Which devour widows' houses, and for a pretence make long prayers: these shall receive 

greater damnation. 

Luke 12:47-48 

(47)  And that servant, which knew his lord's will, and prepared not himself, neither did 

according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. 

(48)  But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with 

few stripes. For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required: and to 

whom men have committed much, of him they will ask the more. 

k. Jesus warned that many are headed for destruction and are 

deceived about their salvation. 

Matthew 7:13-23 

(13)  Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to 

destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 

(14)  Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there 

be that find it. 

(15)  Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are 

ravening wolves. 

(16)  Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? 
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(17)  Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil 

fruit. 

(18)  A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good 

fruit. 

(19)  Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 

(20)  Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. 

(21)  Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but 

he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 

(22)  Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in 

thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 

(23)  And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work 

iniquity. 

4. God loves all people and does not want anyone to perish in hell. 

a. God loves you and everyone. 

John 3:16 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 

him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

b. God wants to save you and everyone. 

1 Timothy 2:3-4 

(3)  For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; 

(4)  Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. 

c. God wants you and everyone to repent. 

2 Peter 3:9 

The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is 

longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to 

repentance. 


